VESTMENTS

Vestments are special garments worn by the clergy, at the celebration of the Mass,
administration of the sacraments, in procession, when giving blessings, and in gen-
eral whenever exercising their official priestly duties. The use of vestments goes back
to the ritual garb of the priesthood of Aaron. [n the Catholic Church, even in cata-
comb days, priests and hishops were specially garbed when celebrating the liturgy.
With the Church’s liberation and her emergence into public life, liturgical garments
were commonly used to distinguish them from secular dress.
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