TIMELINE OF CHRISTIANITY
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Nearl;-.l 2000 years ago, Jesus

Christ astabished His visibla

Church on earth. For centuries,

trle Churen merained unitad,

lulfdling E1 Pouls wards of "One

Lord, enve Faith, ane bapksm,”

and safeguarding Biblizal teachings
and Christian tradifione, Beginning
with the Prolestan] Relormation in

the 1500s; however, Cheistanioy
suddenly and iragically sglit into
numenous opposing sects. Protestors
(later known as protestants)
rencunced the Cathalic faith and
brake away frer the Chiirch,
ezranlishing new churches with

naw [swe and leaders. Many ol

thosa new sacts in twm, dwvided

mio opposing facions as time went
af, Prasently, there ane approximately
30,000 different Christian secis, who
al believe differend Ihings. el liere

is 5ill ondy ona Homan Catholic church;
slill united in failh and balief after 2000
yoars. What makes the Catholic Church
uminque are ihe faur "maks" of clesar

gigns It baare. They are: 1) One; 2} Haly,
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3) Catholic; and 4) Apastalic.
)
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a ONE

Tha Catholic Charch is OME because sl ite
mombers practice ene faith, are in one
wmammunion, and are all wnder ona visible
nead, tha Pope, wha stands in pleea of our
il b, Jesug Chagt (obn 10018,
‘Whaleser comenlry yow mmeay e ing the same
fundamental doctrines and baliefs govern

your faith as a Cathale, uniting yau In faith
with all other Catholics throughout the world.
In Catnolic Churches worldwide ona can hear,
though in difforent languages, the sama basic
prayers (Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Ba, eic),
the same basic catechisn, and mest impartantty,
the same Healy Mass (the most imperant unifying
prayer and action of the Church), Because all
Catholiz Bishops, priests, and lay peoole are
united wndar ons leader, tha Pope, thie unity

ig possible, Christ msel planned i this way,
when He chosa His twelve Aposiles (Hhe sl
prissis ard bishops of the church), and
appaintod Peter as their head

HOLY

Tha Cathelic Church is HOLY bacausa d's foundar,

Jdasus Christ, is holy; Bacausa il leachas His holy
cocline; and enables us to become haly

{1 Peler 1:18), Jasus CGhresl, the invisible head of
the Church, demonstrated His holingss in the purs
and fauliess daclrines He preached while an
garlh, and in the miracles and ainkess aclsons

He performed. Ae many people of Hie day polnted
cul, only God himaelf, could have performead

such works. Jesus dasirad us io folow Him

(Matt 5248 ), howewer, and through tha Chunch
and the 7 sacraments He eslablished, showed

us hee waw, As lhee hemad | gowerns the boely, so
Jesus governs His body, the Church; enabling

ug, hraugn Him to becoma holy and innart
evarlasting lifa {Romans 8:17). Each of tha T
sacraamients and each of the Church's leachings
brings holiress inlo our reach, a8 the mulbitude

of Selnts of the Catwalle Churen whe have
succeaded in becoming holy attests.
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CATHOLIC

Tha Cathalic Charch is CATHOLIC (the word
“earlhalic” signilies universal) i thres ways, In
lime, besszmee from the minulbe our Lord
commisslionsd His Apostizs down to the present,
it has exisled, instrucied, and izbored, bringing
pe=aple b Chifat. | & univarsal in place, becauso
it Iz not confined to & particular country, bul is
rather for all people (Mett. 28:19), and in facl is
found in far more countries than any other refiigion
Itis universal in doctrne, for il prosents e same
te=nchings and sacraments everywhene, in
whalsver language, and ta whalever cless of
peopile, from neh to poor. Furthermore, on the
promise of Jesus, Himsall, it wil go on doing so,
wntil the and of time.
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Tha Cetholic Church is APDSTOLIC becausa i
wias foundad by Carist on His aposiles, ard has
always baen govemed by their Successors. Afes
Christ appointed His welve apostles (Luke 6114,
by U Arsl priesls and bishops of e charch, they
in twm appoainted other agosiies (Acts 1:23),
dencans (Acls B:5), priests (1Tim 4:14; Tiws 1:5),
bishops (Fhiliplams 1:1), and discples to guand
and spread Christ's teachings. Fope Jehn Paul I
iz the 2E+4h bishop of Roma. 5t Patar baing the
first, and this position holds authority over all the
other bishops of the wodd, just a5 Patar wWas
chosen by Christ to b the leader of the apostles
(Matt 16:18: John 21:15), Tha bishap af Rome |s
rrare commanly refamead o 8s the "Fope®, from the
latin ward papa, maaning “father.

APOSTOLIC



